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Health Concern over Denture Adhesives 
As a major healthcare manufacturer issued a consumer warning about zinc in denture adhesives, this week, The Seapoint Clinic in Blackrock, County Dublin, was launching an innovative dental implants service, offering new teeth in a single day!
Patients can do away with the need for dentures and adhesive, in just one day, arriving in The Seapoint Clinic at 9am and leaving at 5pm with a full jaw of new dental implants, the closest substitute for natural teeth.
Only one local anaesthetic is needed for this convenient dental procedure, and because The Seapoint Clinic has a full dental laboratory, patients save time and avoid the stress of frequent visits and staged treatment.  CT scanning and 3D software is also used in designing the implants, rather than basic x-rays, to replicate the patient’s true facial anatomy. 
Dr Edmond O`Flaherty, who specialises in dental implants and cosmetic dentistry at The Seapoint Clinic, says a health issue around using a dental adhesive containing zinc would be very rare, and that an individual would need to have been consistently over-using the product for several years.
‘A health problem caused by zinc in denture adhesive would be extremely rare.   More common are simple concerns about just using denture adhesive, using messy sterilising fluids, and the general discomfort of wearing dentures.  Of course, the choice of affordable implants now available, from a single tooth to a complete jaw, means that people no longer have the same worries about false teeth’,  Dr O`Flaherty says.
The advice from GlaxoSmithKline to those concerned about using zinc-containing Poligrip Ultra or Polident Ultra, in amounts greater than directed, for several years, is to talk to their doctor, and to use an alternative zinc-free adhesive.  The company emphasises that the products do not need to be recalled, and are perfectly safe to use as directed on the label. 

The advice from Dr Edmond O`Flaherty at The Seapoint Clinic is that dental implants are a far superior solution to dentures for missing teeth, and that patients should consider the wider health benefits, as well as personal confidence issues. 
‘Dental implants are the closest thing to a natural tooth.  They look and feel realistic and, importantly, they preserve the jawbone, so the patient’s face retains its normal shape as they age.  Implants also promote better nutrition and overall health, as people can chew and absorb their food normally’ says Dr O`Flaherty.

‘Mini implants’ are also available to help secure dentures.  This is a unique, minimally invasive procedure using titanium implants, which takes just one hour.  The implants firmly fix dentures in place, giving patients greater confidence and allowing them to comfortably eat any foods they choose.  People of any age can have dental implants, as long as they are medically fit, and The Seapoint Clinic also offers treatments like bridges and crowns, where just some replacement teeth are needed.   

Talking Teeth

Online chat-room forums are regularly scheduled by The Seapoint Clinic, so prospective patients can discuss treatments before visiting the clinic.  Open evenings are also held, allowing patients to see the clinic, meet the dentists, and discuss treatment options.  The Seapoint practice specialises in innovative treatments and services, with the business developed around patients’ needs, and their comfort and convenience.  Sedation is available for those who are anxious or who are undergoing lengthy or difficult procedures, and painless injections are also used.  Seapoint opens early morning, late evenings, lunchtime and Saturdays, and with TVs, music players and reading material in treatment rooms, and all of the latest equipment and treatments, the normal stress associated with visiting the dentist is a thing of the past!  
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