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Seapoint, the way to a beautiful smile IF YOUR smile is the gateway to your personality, then Irish smiles are becoming increasingly bigger and brighter.

Perhaps, it's another aspect of the Celtic Tiger, that with much more disposable income people will invest more on dental work, realising that it says as much about a person as a toned physique ever could.

It's a view that the dentists at Blackrock's Seapoint Clinic would certainly concur with. As well as providing regular dental services, they specialise in providing a range of aesthetic dental work.

"I think when Ireland was a poor country, it was low in our list of priorities, " a spokesperson for the clinic says.

"Now, as people travel more and with the greater degree of affluence that abounds these days, people want a decent smile. I wouldn't say it's even the perfect smile. In somewhere like America, people wouldn't find it acceptable to have gaps or blackened teeth.

You wouldn't be taken seriously in the States without a decent smile, " he continues. "I think Ireland is quickly catching up."

One service the team provides that has proven a runaway success is their range of invisible braces and clear ceramic braces.

'They are ideal for the person who possibly is a working person who'd rather not wear the train tracks of yore, " adds the spokesperson.

Routinely the ceramic braces take only six months, compared to two years; the invisible ones take a little longer.

"One woman was so pleased to have them removed in time for her wedding that she sent us a bottle of champagne in gratitude."

The Seapoint Clinic utilizes a CT scanner on-site rather than just X rays, allowing 3-D planning for implants.

Prospective clients can also avail of a 'smile simulation' prior to work commencing.

Their laboratory is on-site which allows ease of co-ordin ation and communication - no implants 'lost in the post'.

"Obviously if we can make the crowns and bridges on the premises, it's a big advantage, " he says.

"Many people now might consider Eastern Europe as an option for dental work, but consider the cost of your flights, hotels and any language barrier. On top of this, your follow-up service may necessitate repeating the process in the event of something going wrong".

"We offer a great modern facility, very competitive rates, and you have the back-up locally if there are any medical problems. No pun intended but our success is built on word of mouth".

